Potton Town Plan

Quarterly Progress Report 1st December 2009.

Traffic, Parking and Transport – Chairman Chris Temple
The group has written reports on A2 and A6 – Congestion and dangerous junctions

and A8 & A9 Problems accessing facilities outside Potton  & Inadequate Bus service.

The Police have been contacted about speeding A4 and Parking A7.
A3 Road surfaces are being monitored.

Housing & Development – Chairman John Lewis
This section has recently become difficult to deliver following the announcement of the LDF. Several meetings have been attended and letters written to give our objections to the proposals. This is ongoing with Central Beds due to discuss their agreement on January 7th followed by a further period of consultation for 6 weeks from 25th January, where the public may lodge their comments.

Sports, Leisure & Facilities – Chairman Steve Judd
C1 Additional sports facilities
Proposals are being looked at for a Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) at Burgoyne school.

C2 Playgrounds
The committee have contacted Central Beds to see if it is possible to apply for grant monies, and will talk to the local charities. They are also looking at outside gym equipment.
Skate Park – A group of youths have presented a case for the improvement and expansion of the existing Skate Park for skate boards & BMX that is being considered. They also propose that the footpath be extended between the skate park and the entrance to HSPF.
C4 Clubs & Groups

A review of existing clubs is being undertaken.

C6 Venues

A questionnaire is to be sent to all existing groups who may have a use for a new venue  to ascertain their requirements. A review of the existing halls is to be undertaken.
C7 Work & Jobs

We have just found a new unemployed member who has agreed to take on this section.

Young People – Chairman Carol Leggatt
First meeting to be held on Saturday 28th November.
Contact has been made with the Youth Worker from Sandy who is helping to find a youth worker to help with the Youth Café in the Square and the Rave Bus.

We have been given information on Taxi Tokens although this does not look as if it will be applicable.

Potton Playhouse is keen to involve more young people and are to look for suitable productions.

The Bowls Club have been approached to help with space for a regular meeting place for our young people.
Shopping – Chairman Jenny Ream
E1 Use of Potton Shops

A leaflet was distributed with the Cotton Bags giving the opening times of the Shops

E2 Reduce Plastic Bag Use

The artwork for the Bags were the result of competitions at the Lower & Middle Schools with funding coming from the Town Council and a £700 grant from O2. The Bags have now been distributed to every house in Potton. 

E3 Farmers Market

The first “Four Season” market is to be held on Saturday 5th December from 9am until 1pm with around 10 stalls.

E4 Fairtrade Town

The Town Council agreed to support this initiative and the committee is now preparing an application for approval by the Fairtrade Foundation.

Environment – Chairman Sarah Fowler
With the Chairman resigning it has taken some time to find a suitable replacement. Sarah Fowler ( Mrs Tim Sidaway ) has agreed to take over and the first meeting was held on Monday 23rd November. Only one volunteer attended the meeting. They are looking for more volunteers but are planning to clear the Brook in the spring, Plant Trees and Bulbs and ask the RSPB if they will undertake a wildlife audit on the Town.
Community Safety – Chairman Terry Woods
Terry has only recently agreed to Chair the group and has yet to hold the first meeting. We are assisting in arranging regular meetings with the Police.

Health – Chairman Geoff Emery
Two copies of the Town Plan were delivered by Hand to Dr Drake on the 14th September 2009 . He has acknowledged receipt but has not agreed to meet with us yet. A reminder will be sent in the New Year.

Publicity – Chairman Tim Sidaway
Tim is supporting all the groups with their publicity where needed.

We have a weekly contact.
Geoff Emery

Chairman of Potton Town Plan
