Potton Town Plan –

                                             Quarterly Report September 2010
The Town Plan was accepted by the Town Council and then printed with details circulated to every household in Potton in September 2009. The full version is available for download on the Town Council website www.pottontowncouncil.co.uk
The various Groups under the guidance of Chairmen and the Town Council sub committee began to implement the suggestions from the Plan. It has proved difficult to keep interest going in some groups as the Chairmen and members have changed.
A) Traffic, Parking and Transport.

We have lost two chairmen in the year and currently the position remains open.

In April I visited Central Beds at Chicksands to meet with David McVicar the portfolio holder to ascertain what suggestions were viable. A presentation was then made to the Town Council on the 1st June when it was agreed which actions they supported. These are being processed.
Heavy Goods Vehicles

The Council recommended support for a request that signs be erected guiding Heavy Goods Vehicles around the town via Royston Street and that the roads were only suitable to up to 7.5 Ton. 

The Council recommended a joint request with Wrestlingworth and Cockayne Hatley Parish Council that signs on the B1042 be changed to show Biggleswade and the A1 straight ahead and signs near Saxon Gate to show Cambridge and Royston. The Clerk agreed to contact Wrestlingworth and Cockayne Hatley Parish Council.

Traffic Enforcement   

The Council recommended a letter to the Portfolio holder at Central Bedfordshire Council on 1st July for a three months update on enforcement figures. 

The Council recommended that wardens are instructed that unmarked bays in the Market Square are included in the enforcement order.

Obstruction in King Street 
The Council recommended that a traffic engineer be asked to carry out an assessment of lorry unloading and other vehicle parking on yellow lines outside the Co-op and make recommendations for improvements.

20mph restriction 

The Council recommended support for a request that 20mph signs be erected around schools, the Market Square, King Street and Sun Street.

30mph signs

The Council recommended support for a request that 30mph signage be painted on roads entering the town.

Speed Camera Warning Signs
The Council recommended support for a request that speed cameras warning signs be placed on all A & B roads leading into Potton.

No Entry Signs Bull Street

The Council resolved to support a request to erect a No Entry sign with the provision for cyclists only.

In addition I have booked the Speed Camera ( Speed Indicator Device ) for two weeks but the Police failed to make any of the days arranged. We now have a new Policeman who has undertaken to see this happens.
B) Housing & Development

This has been dominated by the Town Council’s resistance to the proposals in the Local Development Framework for two large housing developments on the Biggleswade side of Potton. The work continues with a meeting with the Planning Inspector in October 2010.

C) Sports, Leisure & Facilities

We have been very lucky to retain Steve Judd as Chairman of this group although his team of volunteers keeps decreasing.

	No
	Issue
	Action 
	

	
	Sports Facilities
	
	

	1
	Requirement for additional sports
	Assess feasibility of Floodlit Multi-Purpose sports area at Burgoyne
Assess feasibility of additional indoor sports facilities including use of Burgoyne gym
Assess need for Gym – Fitness centre
Provision of Sports Camps during school holidays
Publicity for After-School clubs
Bus to sports facilities not provided in Potton . eg Biggleswade swimming pool
	No progress
No progress
Looking at Outdoor Gym, in process of confirming equipment & costs, for install in Henry Smith or Mill Lane REc.
No progress
No progress
No progress, to hand over to Youth/Transport Group

	
	Playgrounds
	
	

	2
	To address criticisms of playgrounds laygrounds
	Assess and repair entry points, (including gate opening/locking),  fencing
Assess and provide additional refurbished adult facilities including seating
Assess additional play equipment needs 
Replace & refurbish existing play equipment
Arrange dog warden patrol
	In process of providing information to Playing Fields sub-committee

	3
	To address criticisms of skate park and BMX facilities for older children 
	Assess need for, and provide, skaters additional play equipment 
Formation of a skaters club or association
Assess need for, and provide, BMX additional play equipment 
Assess need for, and feasibility for provision of, a BMX raceway / track
Formation of a BMX club or association
Assess enlargement of area
	In process of finalising design, and seeking costings and funding to enlarge area with additional ramps/jumps
Current no need for a bmx raceway/track or club/association.


	
	Clubs / Groups
	
	

	4
	Perceived lack of information about clubs/ societies
	Review Town Web Site and contact all clubs / groups in Potton
	In progress

	5
	Need for additional  clubs
	Assess need from Town Plan survey and canvass for support
	No progress

	
	Venues
	
	

	6
	Use of venues for drama, arts, sports, functions
	Feasibility study for provision of additional large multi-use hall
Collate and publicise information about existing halls for hire
	No progress

	
	Work & Jobs
	
	

	7
	Promote employment opportunities for residents
	Use of library computers to access vacancies, register of local companies, Jobcentre, Business Link
Use of library to access advice leaflets 
	Advertised in Chronicle & Town Council newsletter

	8
	Resources for local businesses
	Use of library computers to access Business Link and directories.
	Advertised in Town Council newsletter

	9
	Mentoring/work experience
	Approach local businesses/ Chamber of Trade/ Rotary Club
	No progress

	10
	Access to Citizens Advice Bureau office
	Investigate possibility of presence on a regular basis at a suitable venue in Potton
	Written to CAB, but no reply


D) Young People
Carol Leggatt is our Chairman for this group

I have not received the update from this section however I am aware that they have had some difficulties in obtaining clearance for the CRB checks for the Volunteers for the Rave Bus and the Youth Café.

E) Shopping
This group has probably acheived the most success under the guidance of Jenny Ream.

To try and make Potton a plastic bag free town, every householder in Potton received a free 'Cotton for Potton' bag and it is satisfying to see them being used regularly.  We have received  positive comments from householders and traders alike about their use.  Particular thanks to Jo for attaining the grant from O2, arranging the competition with Potton Lower and Burgoyne schools for the designs and for sorting out their manufacture and distribution.

64% of householders said they would support a market on the Square.  In response we have successfully held four 'seasonal' markets, which have been well attended both by the public and market stallholders - there were sixteen different stalls at the autumn market, by comparison, Sandy only has three stallholders at it's monthly Farmers Market.  The stallholders have told me that having the market as a quarterly event works best from their point of view and I concur with that opinion.  I am also glad that we have not tried to make it a Farmers Market because it is too restrictive for what we want.  Holding the market quarterly also makes it more of an event and it is nice to be able to theme it with a particular season. Having a hog roast at the last two markets together with the goodwill of the Vineyard Church who offer free coffee, tea and cakes helps to make a friendly atmosphere where shoppers like to linger and chat - the cafe also does great business on market days although it doesn't seem to affect other traders on the market square one way or the other.  Big thanks to Jo and Tim for all the practical and physical support given to help make the market a success.  Very special thanks to Tim whose business has so far paid for every bit of advertising  - that is, the large banner, the small leaflets, large posters and new 'dry wipe' roadside posters.  I have asked him to submit an invoice for the roadside posters because it is too much to expect we receive everything free.  Thanks too to Geoff for always getting the 'event license' we need to cover any sales of alcohol.

Tim has gone a long way towards getting all the necessary requirements to make Potton a Fairtrade town but I'm not up to date with how things stand so he is going to send a separate email.

We plan to continue the market on the same lines but feel we will need another one or two people in our group - especially as Tim will be moving out of Potton just after Christmas.  It seems a bit silly to have a 'retail' group without a retailer from the square so I hope to find a volunteer shortly.  We think it would be a good idea if all new incomers to Potton received a 'Cotton for Potton' bag containing lots of local info relevant to the town as a free welcome pack!

F) Environment

The Environment Working Group has been without an active Chair for most of this year. This has obviously affected delivery of objectives / actions. One or two actions have been delivered by other working groups, for example promoting Potton as a plastic bag free town (F13). In addition, the County Wildlife Trust undertook a wildlife survey of Henry Smith Playing Fields in 2009 at the behest of the Town Clerk. 

Hannah Bartram took over as Chair in August. Most of the volunteers who helped produce the environment section of the town plan are no longer involved, so there is a real need to recruit new support. Nonetheless, a number of activities are underway:

· F4 - Insufficient recycling facilities

· Getting a bottle bank located at The Bricklayers Arms, Sandy Road. The Town Clerk sent a letter to Gary Alderson, Director of Sustainable Communities at Central Bedfordshire Council in mid September asking for this to be actioned as soon as possible.

· F7 – Need for additional cycle paths

· The Town Council was invited to attend the newly established Ivel Valley Cycle Forum at the end of June. Unfortunately no one could attend. We have subsequently been in touch with Nigel Aldis, Member for Sandy, Central Bedfordshire Council, who is responsible for this forum. We are awaiting the notes of that initial meeting, and a date for the next. 

· We have written to the RSPB to get a better understanding of their plans for opening up cycle paths leading from Potton and Sandy to The Lodge.

· F8 – Public rights of way

· We are investigating opportunities for more permissive footpaths in Pegnut Wood, with initial discussions with Cliff Andrews from BRCC planned for 6th October. The Potton Green Infrastructure Plan will also be discussed.

· F9 – Improving country atmosphere and facilities

· We are planning on planting bulbs at all main access points into Potton. We have secured funding for 1,000 bulbs from the Cottier Sidaway CommunityMatters fund, and applied to the local Rotary Group for additional funding. In addition, several individuals have offered to provide bulbs. A number of voluntary groups have agreed to help plant the bulbs (e.g. guides, cubs, beavers & scouts). This is likely to take place in late October / early November.
G) Community Safety

    Terry Wood has spent most of the year trying to get a team together which he is pleased to say is at last happening. Tony Gurney who I am sure most of you know has been a real find and with his help have formed some closer links with the Biggleswade team and they are proving very helpful.

    We had a stand at the recent Potton show and signed up three more members, one a detective in Hertfordshire, who lives in Potton. So with these and a few others that I have spoken to I now have a team of seven. So at last something to work with and we shall be holding our first meeting in the next couple of weeks.

    We also had a stand at the recent 4 seasons market but unfortunately only attracted one maybe but that’s better than nothing.

     I have also spoken to our new Police Officer and he seems keen to get involved so in all things looking brighter for the coming year

H) Health

I managed to have a meeting with Dr Drake and the Practice Manager in February 2010 to go through all the matters raised in the Town Plan. They took the comments on board and agreed to improve where it is possible. A new Telephone system has been installed and the Reception area recently redecorated

I) Publicity

Tim Sidaway has been a tremendous help in obtaining Press coverage for the Town and its events. He is also part of the Shopping Group and works hard to encourage our shops to thrive.

Following this report it is intended that the Town Council sub committee will meet with the Chairmen of the Individual groups to discuss their reports and how they can take the plan forward.

Geoff Emery

Chairman of Potton Town Plan

