
POTTON TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting of the Town Council held on

Tuesday 5th July 2016, 7.10pm at the Community Centre.
Present: Councillors Mr D. Ellison, Mr G. Emery, Mr A. Gibb, Mr R. Harris, Mr J. Hobbs, Mr L. Ivall, Mr R. Jordan, Mr P. Langridge, Mr J. Lean, Mr A. Leggatt, Mr J. Lewis, Mr A. Macdonald Chairman, Mr C. Temple and Mr R. Whitfield.
Absent: Councillor Mr A. Zerny.

Also Present: CBC Cllr Gurney, Mark Hyde from Carter Jonas, Andrew Fenton from Party on Potton, eight members of the public and the Town Clerk.
	1
	Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence had been received from Councillor Mr A. Zerny.



	2
	Declaration of Interest

Councillors were reminded that they should declare an interest in any matter of personal or prejudicial interest to be discussed at this meeting. Information about this requirement had been on the table.



	3


	Land North of Sandy Road, Potton

Members noted the correspondence with regard to proposals for the land north of Sandy Road, Potton.

The Chairman welcomed Mr Hyde from Carter Jonas and asked him to provide details about proposals for Land North of Sandy Road, Potton.
Mr Hyde introduced the identified site and advised that plans are being prepared.
Mr Hyde advised that they had carried out consultation with the public and various people including ward cllrs and the local school head teachers.
Mr Hyde then advised Carter Jonas will be submitting an application for outline planning with detailed access.
Mr Hyde advised that they had made a pre-application enquiry with Central Bedfordshire Council, various discussions have taken place, so that the application is technically sound.

Mr Hyde then advised that it is planned that the planning application would be submitted in late September to early October.

A member asked do we really need more houses.

Mr Hyde advised that due to a lack of building in the past, additional housing is needed.

A member asked what the development will bring to Potton.
Mr Hyde started to advise Central Bedfordshire Council need lots of new housing. 

A number of members asked Mr Hyde to just answer the question, what the development will bring to Potton.

Mr Hyde explained he needed to give information before answering the question.

Answer from Mr Hyde.

Firstly the development will be policy compliant with regard to affordable housing, forty percent of the housing will be affordable. Secondly increases population which helps local traders. Thirdly Section106 – Financial Contributions to make improvements.
A member asked about safety with regards to access and egress from the highway into the development.

Mr Hyde advised that highway access will need to be safe and that is why discussions with Central Bedfordshire Council highways are taking place.

A member commented the roads in Potton are not able to take an increase in volume of traffic.

A member asked about the cycleway and bridleway at the far end of the site.

Mr Hyde advised the current draft plans show access onto the cycleway and bridleway network.
A member asked about the range of houses and sizes of the units (number of bedrooms).
Mr Hyde advised that outline planning needs to advise what the mix of units will be.

A member advised that a Housing Needs Survey for Potton had been completed to identify what housing should be built in Potton. 

A member advised that affordable housing and old people’s housing is what is required in Potton.
A member advised that we had previously been advised that the developments of Biggleswade Road, would be all the housing needed for ten years.

A member asked what other local developments had Carter Jonas carried out recently in Central Bedfordshire.

Mr Hyde advised they recently completed or are currently undertaking developments in Marston Moretaine, Cranfield and a non-housing development by Junction 13 of the M1.
The Chairman thanked Mr Hyde.
Mr Hyde left the room.


	4


	Party on Potton Bridge

The Chairman welcomed Mr Fenton and asked him to provide details about the Party on Potton Bridge.
Mr Fenton advised about the Party on Potton Bridge.
Proposals are to dig sections out of the bank to install telegraph posts which will be the bearers for the bridge. Cross beams would then be installed on top of the bearers.
The bearers are to remain in the bank as permanent items, with the cross beams being removed after the event.

In previous years scaffolding has been used.

Mr Fenton then advised the bearers would be 1.2metres away from the bank edge and metal would be used to join the bearers and cross beams together. Terram and road planings would also be installed and also removed after the event.

The Chairman suspended standing orders for the public to speak.

A member of the public raised concern about digging into the bank because of the water voles.

Members discussed about Cllr Gibb meeting with Mr Fenton and the Environment Group on site to agree the bridge. 
It was resolved (i) to support the installation of the bridge, subject to seeing the bridge plans and no damage to the habitat for the water voles. (ii) that Cllr Gibb meets with Mr Fenton and the Environment Group on site to agree the bridge. 
The Chairman thanked Mr Fenton.
Mr Fenton left the room.


	5
	Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 7th June 2016, which had been previously circulated were approved and signed as a true and accurate record.


	6
	Town Council Committees

Town Council accepted and adopted the following minutes and all recommendations contained from the Town Council Committee:

Planning Committees – 7.6.16 and 21.6.16

Playing Fields, Allotments and Burials Committee – 21.6.16

Neighbourhood Plan Committee – 28.6.16

Responsible Dog Ownership sub-committee – 29.6.16 with Minute 12 it was resolved £143.00 to be taken from contingency.



	7
	To Receive any Questions from the Public

The Chairman asked if members of the public has any questions.

A member of the public asked if they could ask a question about a planning application when the item was to be discussed.

The Chairman advised he would suspend standing orders to allow a members of the public to speak when the planning item was to be discussed.

No further questions.



	8
	Matters Arising from the Meeting on the 7th June 2016

None.


	9
	Biggleswade Road Open Space

Members noted the written motion provided by Cllr Gibb with regard to the town council considering the adoption of Biggleswade Road Public Open Space excluding the LEAP (Local Equipped Area of Play). 

Members also noted the Chairman had requested the town council make a formal resolution with regard to the adoption of the open space at Biggleswade Road Open Space to bring the matter to a conclusion.
Members discussed about the open space.

It was resolved to support that the town council adopt the Biggleswade Road Public Open Space excluding the LEAP (Local Equipped Area of Play) as per Barfords map A, with a commuted sum of £39,100 at fifty percent occupation of the development.


	10
	Planning Application(s) outside the remit of the Planning Committee
CB/16/02473/SECM

Land to the rear of 2-6 Brookfields, Potton, SG19 2TL

Modification and Discharge of Planning Obligations: application for all obligations (Education; Sustainable Transport; Health Facilities; Leisure; Recreation; Open Space; and Community Facilities) agreed within Planning Obligation by Deed and S106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 relating to Land at Brookfields (Plots 11, 12, 14-17) LPA Planning Permission Reference MB/09/00524/FULL (Development of 6 dwellings) Dated 21 May 2009, to be discharged.

It was resolved to object to the application due to insufficient detail.

Cllrs Temple and Whitfield left the room before the next application.

CB/16/02459/FULL

3 Chapel Court, Potton, SG19 2BX

Conversion of a two floor work studio to a one bedroom flat.

It was resolved no objection.

Cllrs Temple and Whitfield re-entered the room before the next application.

Cllr Emery left the room before the next application.

Application No: CB/16/02527/FULL   1 Orchard Close Market Square Potton Sandy Bedfordshire SG19 2NT.

Detached dormer bungalow and single garage.

Members had been given two letters with regard to the planning application before the meeting started. 

The Chairman suspended standing orders so that members of the public could speak.
A resident spoke, raising various concerns about the application.
The Chairman read out part of a letter from a resident, which had been circulated to members before the start of the meeting.

The applicant of the planning application spoke, answering the concerns raised by the resident.

Members spoke about the application.

The resident spoke again, raising various other concerns about the application.

The applicant of the planning application spoke again, answering the concerns raised by the resident.

The resident spoke again, raising more concerns about the application.

Members spoke about the application.

It was resolved (i) to object to the application because of access concerns. (ii) no comment on the building.
Cllr Emery re-entered the room before the next application.

Application No: CB/16/02566/FULL    19 Brook End Potton Sandy Bedfordshire SG19 2QS.

Two storey side extension following demolition.

It was resolved no objection.



	11
	Committee Meetings

Members noted the written motion provided by Cllr Hobbs with regard to meeting start times for committee meetings that take place on the 3rd Tuesday of the month. As there are non-council members of the Neighbourhood Plan steering group it is important that they are given a start time for the meeting.

After much discussion.

It was resolved that on third Tuesday of every month except August the Planning Committee meet at 7pm, a Committee meet after the Planning meeting and the Neighbourhood Plan meeting starts at 8pm and finishes by 9pm.

	12
	Councillors Surgery

Councillors Surgery took place on the 18th June 2016. Cllrs Temple and Whitfield were in attendance. 
Members discussed the items raised at the surgery.
The report from Cllr Temple was noted.



	13
	Market Town Regeneration Fund and agenda item 15 High Street Improvement Scheme
Cllr Gibb advised he wished to resign from the Market Town Regeneration Fund Committee and leave the delivery of scheme to Cllr Jordan.

Cllr Gibb advised his specialism is applying for the bid.
The Chairman advised that agenda item 15 High Street Improvement Scheme is discussed at the same time. 

Members were advised a meeting was being organised to discuss the High Street Improvement Scheme with regard to Potton.


	14
	Finance
i. To approve the list of payments. 

It was resolved that the payments up to the 5th July 2016 be approved.
ii. Verify Bank Reconciliations against statement 1st May – 31st May 2016. 

Members discussed about verifying the bank reconciliation. 

Cllr Lean offered to verify the bank reconciliation 1st May – 31st May 2016.

It was resolved that Cllr Lean verifies the bank reconciliation for 1st May – 31st May 2016.

iii. To receive an income and expenditure by budget heading report showing progress against the budget 2016/17 at the end of May 2016.

An income and expenditure by budget heading report showing progress against the budget 2016/17 at the end of May 2016 had been supplied to members.

Members proceeded to go through the detailed statement of income and expenditure against budget.

It was resolved to approve the detailed statement of income and expenditure against budget for the period to 31st May 2016.


	15
	Police and Parish Engagement Meeting (Agenda item 16)
Cllr Langridge attended Police and Parish Engagement Meeting.

Notes taken by Cllr Langridge were noted. 



	16
	Councillors Surgery dates (Agenda item 17)
Members discussed about the monthly Councillor Surgery which takes place once a month on a Saturday 10am – 12 noon in the Library.

The Chairman asked for volunteers.

Cllrs Jordan and Macdonald volunteered for September.
Cllrs Emery and Lean volunteered for October.

Cllrs Ivall and Whitfield volunteered for November.

Cllrs Gibb and Lewis volunteered for December.

It was resolved that the surgeries are as follows Cllrs Jordan and Macdonald 17th September, Cllrs Emery and Lean October date to be confirmed, Cllrs Ivall and Whitfield November date to be confirmed and Cllrs Gibb and Lewis 10th December.


	17
	Central Bedfordshire Libraries Opening Hours Review (Agenda item 18)
Information on proposed changes to Potton Library’s opening hours was noted and welcomed.


	18
	Youth Club (Agenda item 19)
The Chairman as a trustee of Potton Consolidated Charity advised that the charity had approved to fund the youth club for one more year including trips.
The Chairman also advised that the charity were concerned about low attendance of the youth club and the charity request that Groundwork contacts the school about attending a number of assemblies to increase numbers attending the youth club.

The Chairman then advised the charity will be looking for the town council to fund the youth club in the future.


	19
	Royal Oak Public House Potton (Agenda item 20)
Correspondence from Central Bedfordshire with regard to the Royal Oak Public House Potton being an asset of community value was noted.


	20
	Central Bedfordshire Council, Town & Parish Conference - Local Plan (Agenda item 21)
Correspondence from Central Bedfordshire with regard to Town & Parish Conference - Local Plan was noted.

It was also noted that Cllr Hobbs and Lean would be attending the conference.


	21
	Newsletter (Agenda item 22)
Members noted the copy date for the next Newsletter (Autumn) was 27th June 2016 at 9.30am, the majority of the people / organisations had been contacted on or near the 6th April 2016 to ask for an article for the town council to consider. The 1st draft of the next Newsletter prepared by the Town Clerk was included in the council papers.

Members noted the various additional late articles.

Members then noted minute 15 Newsletter from the 15th April 2016, it was resolved to produce a sixteen page newsletter for this edition (Summer) and the following edition is eight pages (Autumn).
Members discussed the articles and the cost to produce an eight, twelve and sixteen page newsletter.
Members discussed about allowing adverts in the newsletter.

It was resolved to produce a sixteen page Autumn newsletter at a cost of £699 and this would result in the Newsletter budget code being overspent.
A member asked members to remember this decision when they review the 2016-17 income and expenditure by budget heading report for the Newsletter budget code and when setting next year’s budget for the Newsletter.


	22
	Correspondence (Agenda item 23)
Members noted the correspondence received with regard to the Jessie Smith Memorial.

Members advised they hadn’t changed views on the decision made on the 5th April 2016.

It was resolved that Cllr Gibb and Cllr Macdonald meet with Mrs Smith to discuss the Jessie Smith Memorial.



	23
	2016 -2018 National Salary Award (Agenda item 24)
Members noted the information from Louise Ashmore, County Officer - Bedfordshire Association of Town & Parish Councils with regard to details of the new NJC agreed salary scales which NALC and the Society of Local Council Clerks jointly recommend for adoption for all full and part-time Clerks employed under the terms of the model contract, to be applied from 1st April 2016. 

It was resolved to adopt the recommendation.


	24

	To Arrange Date of the Next Meeting (Agenda item 25)
The next meeting of the Town Council had been arranged for Tuesday 6th September 2016.




The meeting closed at 9.00pm.

Signed………………………………………………..…….Chairman …………………………..Date  

Mission Statement

The aim of Potton Town Council is to serve the people of this town to the best of its ability.
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